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INTRODUCTION

Voter  Guide:  Inc ludes concise vot ing informat ion.  F ind
out  about  key dates and deadl ines,  resources (onl ine
and in-person),  how to register ,  and how to cast  your
bal lot .

Desis  on the Bal lot :  Check out  desi  contenders
running for  off ice in  local  Bay Area Elect ions.  

About  India  Currents:  We’re an award-winning,
nonprof i t  news organizat ion producing Indian
American stor ies that  expla in and explore l iv ing in  the
United States.  Founded in  1987,  we are the oldest
newsroom dedicated to cover ing America ’s  Indian
diaspora of  5 mi l l ion,  the fastest-growing Asian
populat ion in  the United States.   

Our  cultural ly  re levant  narrat ives keep the community
informed and educated whi le  offer ing an invaluable
window into the history and l ives of  Indian
immigrants.  As community  conveners,  we play a
unique role in  forging connect ions among Indian
Americans,  breaking down cultural  s i los,  and
foster ing c iv ic  engagement.  
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KEY DATES
Cal i fornia ’s  general  e lect ions wi l l  be held on
Tuesday,  November 5,  2024

HOW TO REGISTER TO VOTE
If  you are registered:  V is i t  voterstatus.sos.ca.gov to
ver i fy  your  informat ion.  I f  you’ re  registered by
Monday,  October  21,  you wi l l  receive your  bal lot  in
the mai l .

I f  you are NOT registered:  Cal i fornia  offers  onl ine
voter  registrat ion unt i l  October  21.

Register  by mai l  to  vote:  You can get  a  voter
registrat ion form at  the DMV, post  off ice,  l ibrary,  or
county e lect ions off ice;  I t  is  not  avai lable onl ine.  F i l l
i t  out ,  and mai l  i t  to  your  local  e lect ion off ice 

OR

Register  in  person:  Through November 5,  you can
register  in  person at  your  e lect ions off ice or  at  your
pol l ing place.

H O W  T O  V O T E  I N
C A L I F O R N I A ’ S  2 0 2 4
G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N

Signed & completed forms must  be returned in  person or  by mai l .
They cannot  be faxed or  e-mai led
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http://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov/
https://registertovote.ca.gov/?t=s
https://registertovote.ca.gov/?t=s


KEY REGISTRATION DEADLINES
In  person dur ing ear ly  vot ing:  Oct  7 -  Nov 4
In-person at  vot ing locat ion on Elect ion Day:  Nov 5
Onl ine:  Oct  21  by 11 :59 p.m.  PDT

WHO CAN REGISTER TO VOTE
To register  in  Cal i fornia  you must :

be a United States c i t izen
be a Cal i fornia  res ident
be at  least  18 years o ld or  o lder  on Elect ion Day
not  be current ly  serv ing a state or  federal  pr ison term
for  the convict ion of  a  fe lony
not  be current ly  found to be mental ly  incompetent  to
vote by a court

YOU CAN PRE-REGISTER TO VOTE IF  YOU ARE
At least  16 years o ld
A US Cit izen
A Cal i fornia  res ident
Not  current ly  serv ing a state or  federal  pr ison term for
the convict ion of  a  fe lony​ (more informat ion for
indiv iduals  with cr iminal  convict ions or  detained in  ja i l
or  pr ison)
Your  voter  registrat ion wi l l  become act ive when you turn
18

DOCUMENTS YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER
To register  onl ine you wi l l  need:

Your  Cal i fornia  dr iver ’s  l icense or  Cal i fornia
ident i f icat ion card number,
The last  four  d ig i ts  of  your  socia l  secur i ty  number 
Your  date of  b i r th.
Your  informat ion wi l l  be provided to the Cal i fornia
Department of  Motor  Vehic les (DMV) to retr ieve a copy
of  your  DMV s ignature.

I f  you are register ing or  re-register ing less than
15 days before an e lect ion you wi l l  need to
complete the Same-Day Voter  Registrat ion
process and request  your  bal lot  in  person at
your  county e lect ions off ice or  pol l ing locat ion.  

By mai l  (postmarked by) :  Oct  21
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HOW TO CAST YOUR BALLOT

Voting deadl ines
Cal i fornia  sends bal lots  to act ively  registered voters:
Oct  7 -  Oct  26
24 Hour Off ic ia l  Bal lot  Drop Box – Oct.  7 –  Nov.  4,
2024,  unt i l  8  p.m.  
Elect ion Day -  Registrar  of  ​Voters  schedule to col lect
bal lots  f rom drop boxes: ​​​​ 

October  21 –  November 5,  2024:  Dai ly ​

Return bal lot  by mai l  (postmarked by) :  Nov 5
Return bal lot  in  person:  Nov 5 by 8:00 p.m.  PST

HOW TO VOTE IN SANTA CLARA COUNTY  
Address:  Registrar  of  Voters,  1555 Berger  Dr ive,
Bui ld ing 2,  San Jose,  CA 95112       
Mai l ing Address:  Registrar  of  Voters,  P.O.  Box
611300,  San Jose,  CA 95161-1300​ 

Early  Vot ing at  the Registrar  of  Voters  Off ice​​​​​ 
Address:  1555 Berger  Dr ive,  Bui ld ing 2,  San Jose,  CA
95112

Monday -  Fr iday:  October  7 –  November 04,  2024;
8:00 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m. ​
Saturday​ and Sunday:  October  26-27,  November 2-3,
2024;  ​9:00 a.m.  to 5:00 p.m.

​E lect ion Day:  ​November 5,  2024;  ​7:00 a.m.  to  8:00 p.m.

I f  you do not  have a Cal i fornia  dr iver  l icense or  Cal i fornia
ident i f icat ion card,  you can st i l l  use th is  form to apply  to register  to
vote.  However,  you wi l l  need to take addit ional  steps to complete
your  voter  registrat ion.
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Get Ready to  Vote
Download Your  County Voter  Informat ion Guide​​ Onl ine.
Learn about  the Candidates and Measures on your
bal lot .
Read the vot ing instruct ions -  how to mark and cast
your  bal lot ​.
Use the Sample Bal lot  pages to mark your  choices,
then br ing i t  to  the Vote Centers  to help you mark your
off ic ia l  bal lot .
F ind your  nearest  Vote Center  locat ion.  Vote Centers
are open 7 am to 8 pm on Elect ion Day.
Check the mai l  for  your  Vote by Mai l  Bal lot .  Bal lots  are
mai led to every registered voter  start ing 29 days
before the e lect ion.  
I f  you didn ’ t  get  your  bal lot  or  need a new one,  the
deadl ine to request  a  replacement bal lot  by mai l  is  7
days before the e lect ion.
Find a Vote by Mai l  bal lot  drop-off  s i te .  Some locat ions
are avai lable at  n ight  and on the weekend.
Cast  your  bal lot  at  an Ear ly  Vot ing locat ion​. ​​​
Use the Remote Accessib le  Vote by Mai l  System
(RAVBM) to download a copy of  the bal lot  that  can be
pr inted and returned by mai l .

Accessible  vot ing
As a voter  with a  d isabi l i ty ,  you have a r ight  to  vote
pr ivately  and independent ly,  at  an accessib le  vot ing
locat ion,  on an accessib le  vot ing system.

Cal l  1-866-OUR-VOTE to report  any problems vot ing

Ask your  local  e lect ion off ice about:
Informat ion in  large pr int ,  audio,  or  Brai l le  vers ions
Curbside or  dr ive-up vot ing.
Bal lot  del ivery to your  home or  a  “ r ide to the pol ls”
program
How to pract ice using the accessib le  vot ing system
Emergency vot ing opt ions i f  you are hospita l ized or  i l l
How to get  assistance vot ing
Other  serv ices for  voters  with d isabi l i t ies

I f  you have more quest ions about  vot ing in  Cal i fornia,  v is i t :
https://www.voter iders.org/states/cal i fornia/
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https://rovservices.sccgov.org/Home/IndexPost?selected=vc
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mail
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mail/vote-mail-application-forms-and-faqs
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mail/returning-vote-mail-ballots
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mail/official-ballot-drop-box-sites-and-early-voting-information
https://rovservices.sccgov.org/home/indexpost?selected=ra
https://www.voteriders.org/states/california/


Sources for  more informat ion:

https://vot ing.democracy.works/en/register/ca.html
https://accessib levot ing.net/region/cal i fornia
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mai l/get-ready-vote
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/news-resources/guides-
reports/how-to-vote- in-cal i fornia-november-5-elect ion
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https://voting.democracy.works/en/register/ca.html
https://accessiblevoting.net/region/california
https://vote.santaclaracounty.gov/vote-mail/get-ready-vote
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/news-resources/guides-reports/how-to-vote-in-california-november-5-election
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/news-resources/guides-reports/how-to-vote-in-california-november-5-election
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DESIS ON THE BALLOT 



Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Community  Engagement
Educat ion Advocacy
Emergency Preparedness

Find out  more:  Nirmala  Bandrapal l i  For  Bur l ingame City  Counci l ,
Distr ict  2

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Upl i f t  and empower smal l  businesses
Support  laws that  increase access to Medicare and Medicaid
Invest  in  Nat ional  and Border  Secur i ty

Find out  more:  Vin Krutt ivent i ,  CA’s  14th Congressional  Distr ict

Burlingame

“Bur l ingame is  more
than just  a  p lace on a
map for  me;  i t ’s  home,
where I ’ve f lour ished
as an immigrant,
mother,  community
volunteer,  leader,  and
entrepreneur.”  
-  to  India Currents in
an emai l  interv iew.

CA’s 14th Congressional District
“Not  your  typical
pol i t ic ian.  I ’m not  a
career  bureaucrat  or  a
specia l  interest
mouthpiece.  I ’m a
successful
businessman,  a  fami ly
man,  and a t rue
patr iot  who’s  fed up
with the status quo.”  
-   GOP.com
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-nirmala-bandrapalli-for-burlingame-city-council/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-nirmala-bandrapalli-for-burlingame-city-council/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-vin-kruttiventi-cas-14th-congressional-district/
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Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Educat ion,  Environment,  and Housing
Closing the achievement gap in  Santa Clara County 
Local  solut ions for  homelessness

Find out  more:  Tara Sreekr ishnan For  Cal i fornia  State Assembly,
Distr ict  26

California Assembly District 26

“My focus has a lways
been rooted in
upl i f t ing our  next
generat ion –  ensur ing
we have strong
schools  and educat ion
and ensur ing that  we
have opportunit ies  for
students to excel  and
thr ive.”
-  To IC in  an interv iew

https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-tara-sreekrishnan-for-california-state-assembly-district-26/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-tara-sreekrishnan-for-california-state-assembly-district-26/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Hold ut i l i ty  companies accountable
Risk management and strategic p lanning for  aging infrastructure
Improve transparency and professional ism in  c i ty  government

Find out  more:  Shankar  Kenkre For  Foster  Ci ty  Counci l

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Environmental  Sustainabi l i ty
Investment in  Infrastructure
Publ ic  Safety

Find out  more:  Richa Awasthi ,  Counci l  Member,  Foster  Ci ty

Foster City

“ I ’ve acted as a
watchdog for  our  c i ty,
regular ly  attending
meet ings and keeping
residents updated.”  -
To IC in  an interv iew

“Breaking the
stereotype,  just
having the r ight
representat ion is
extremely valuable.”
-  To IC in  an interv iew
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-shankar-kenkre-for-foster-city-council/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-richa-awasthi-council-member-foster-city/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Homelessness
Publ ic  Safety
Traff ic  Solut ions

Find out  more:  Raj  Salwan for  Mayor  Of  Fremont

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Transparent,  responsive,  and accountable c i ty  government
Traff ic  congest ion
Affordable housing solut ions

Find out  more:  Pravesh Kumar,  Fremont  Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  1

Fremont

“ I  wi l l  ro l l  up my
sleeves and dedicate
myself  to  working
hard for  ALL Fremont
residents.”

-  ra jsalwan.com

“I ’m committed to
making Fremont a
safer ,  more affordable
place by focusing on
issues l ike housing for
teachers and f i rst
responders,  improving
publ ic  safety,  and
ensur ing access to
qual i ty  educat ion.”
-  To IC in  an interv iew
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-raj-salwan-for-mayor-of-fremont/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-pravesh-kumar-fremont-city-council-district-1/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Nurtur ing environment for  students
Modern,  updated faci l i t ies  in  FUSD
Bring the community  together

Find out  more:  Ganesh Balamitran,  Fremont  Uni f ied School  Board
(Area 4)

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Qual i ty  of  educat ion 
Improve student  wel lness
Campus safety

Find out  more:  Rinu Nair ,  Fremont  Uni f ied School  Board (Area 4)

“My focus wi l l  be on
developing a nurtur ing
environment where
every chi ld  feels  l ike
they belong;  invest ing
in our  c lassrooms to
create the foundat ion
for  every chi ld ’s
success.”  -  To IC in  an
interv iew

“There is
representat ion from
parents,
grandparents,  and
professionals  on the
board but  no student
voice.”  -  To IC in  an
interv iew
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-ganesh-balamitran-fremont-unified-school-board-area-4/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-ganesh-balamitran-fremont-unified-school-board-area-4/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-rinu-nair-fremont-unified-school-board-area-4/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Publ ic  safety
Homelessness
Development of  inclusive parks

Find out  more:  Chandra Wagh,  Fremont  Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  5

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Housing
Publ ic  safety
Solv ing Cr ime

Find out  more:  Ibrahim Bashir ,  Los Altos Ci ty  Counci l

“Using my program
management expert ise
and passion for
volunteer ing to serve
the communit ies,  I ’m
committed to
addressing the issues
we face in  Fremont.”  

-  To IC in  an interv iew

“When something in
your  home is  broken,
you don’ t  p lay the
blame game.  You f ix
i t . ”  
-bashir for losaltos.com

Los Altos
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-chandra-wagh-fremont-city-council-district-5/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-balllot-ibrahim-bashir-los-altos-city-council/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Fix budget  shortfa l l  problem
Affordable,  PFAS-free water
Dr ive more business-fr iendly  City  Hal l  pol ic ies

Find out  more:  Vivek Mohan,  P leasanton Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  4

Pleasanton

“ I  don’ t  th ink c i t izens
should be treated l ike
ATM machines for  our
ci ty  or  state to
withdraw money to
cover  their  own
ineptness.”
-  To IC in  an interv iew

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Address Homelessness 
Improving Publ ic  Safety
Enhancing Traff ic  Safety Around Schools

Find out  more:  Arjun Batra  for  San Jose City  Counci l ,  Distr ict  10

San Jose 

“ I ’m committed to
cont inuing our  work
together  to make our
ci ty  even greener,
safer  and more
convenient . ”  

-  ar junbatrasj .com
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https://indiacurrents.com/vivek-mohan-for-pleasanton-city-council-representative-for-district-4/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-arjun-batra-for-san-jose-city-council-district-10/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Housing
Youth serv ices
Aging issues

Find out  more:  Nicole  Fernandez For  San Mateo City  Counci l ,  
Distr ict  2

San Mateo
“ I  lucked out  in  a
real ly  great
community,  but  no
one loves their
adopted country l ike
an immigrant .”  

-  To IC in  an interv iew

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Measure N 
Community  engagement
Youth leadership 

F ind out  more:  Chirag Kathrani  For  Mayor  Of  San Ramon

San Ramon 

“When I  met  people
door  to door,  I
real ized that
community
engagement was
broken.”

-  Campaign statement
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-nicole-fernandez-for-san-mateo-city-council-district-2/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-nicole-fernandez-for-san-mateo-city-council-district-2/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-nicole-fernandez-for-san-mateo-city-council-district-2/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-chirag-khatrani-for-mayor-of-san-ramon/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Publ ic  safety
Affordable Housing
Economic Development

Find out  more:  Vasanth Shetty,  Ci ty  Of  San Ramon Counci l ,  Distr ict  1

Top pr ior i ty :
Publ ic  safety (sr idharforsanramon.com)

Find out  more:  Sridhar  Verose,  Ci ty  Of  San Ramon Counci l ,  Distr ict  3

“ I  am inspired by San
Ramon’s  potent ia l  and
motivated to ensure
our  c i ty  thr ives as a
safe,  sustainable,  and
f iscal ly  responsible
community.”

-  Campaign statement
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-vasanth-shetty-for-city-of-san-ramon-council-district-1/
https://www.sridharforsanramon.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawF_pFZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYT-Hd4rfbiPXreKxpKEn5nqWb61nrMz37yNux0A39HHV73rTzkvxPVIAg_aem_1_RJYLKliQJCvKP08Kwxew
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-sridhar-verose-city-of-san-ramon-council-district-3/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
More publ ic  forums to create awareness and increase
part ic ipat ion in  c i ty  counci l  meet ings.  
Design programs to g ive young adults  more ways to interact  with
the c i ty  and see f i rst-hand how the local  government operates.
Incorporate more technology to improve transparency and
accessib i l i ty  for  a l l .

F ind out  more:  Poornima Gopi  For  Santa Clara  Ci ty  Clerk

Santa Clara City

“After  coming here,  I
fe l t  l ike I  could be
whatever  I  wanted to
be…I fe l t  l ike th is  is
my home.”

-  To IC in  an interv iew

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Publ ic  Safety and Community  Wel l -Being 
Affordable Housing and Sustainable Development
Community  Engagement and Transparency

Find out  more:  Sat ish Chandra,  Santa Clara  Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  1

“ In  my culture,  we
have a saying:
“Manava Seva ee
Madhava Seva,”  which
means serv ing
humankind is
equivalent  to serv ing
God.”  

-  To IC in  an interv iew
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-poornima-gopi-for-santa-clara-city-clerk/
https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-satish-chandra-santa-clara-city-council-dist-1/


Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Sustainable Planning
Economic Development
Community  Engagement and Leadership Development

Find out  more:  Harbir  K.  Bhat ia ,  Santa Clara  Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  1

Top 3 Pr ior i t ies:
Homelessness and Affordable Housing
Environmental  Sustainabi l i ty  and Cl imate Change
Fiscal  Responsibi l i ty  and restor ing budget  reserves

Find out  more:  Suds Jain,  Santa Clara  Ci ty  Counci l ,  Distr ict  5

“Without  cr i t ical
th inkers,  economic
development,  and
problem solvers,  we
wi l l  not  have the
resources to maintain
the c i ty . ”
-  To IC in  an interv iew

“I  have proposed many
ini t iat ives with in the
City  of  Santa Clara
that  I  want  to see
through.”  

-  To IC in  an interv iew
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https://indiacurrents.com/desis-on-the-ballot-harbir-k-bhatia-santa-clara-city-council-1/
https://indiacurrents.com/suds-jain-santa-clara-city-council-district-5-elections-2024/


T H A N K  Y O U !

ਤੁਹਾਡਾ  ਧੰਨਵਾਦ !
ధన్యవాదాలు !

धन्यवाद !

Related:

The U.S.  goes to the pol ls  in  November 2024,  as democracy gets to
work in  the nat ional  president ia l  race a l l  the way through to cr i t ical
local  e lect ions.  

Take a look at  opin ions and trends,  and what  the community  th inks
as the country chooses the next  set  of  leaders to govern them. Read
India  Currents ’  E lect ion 2024 coverage here.

w w w . i n d i a c u r r e n t s . c o m

I f  you know someone who needs in- language guides:
you can  download Hindi ,  Telugu and Punjabi  guides

here
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https://indiacurrents.com/category/election-2024/
https://indiacurrents.com/category/election-2024/
https://indiacurrents.com/how-to-vote-guide/
https://indiacurrents.com/how-to-vote-guide/

